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SUBJECT: CRASH OF OF MEA AIRLINER IN SAUDI ARABIA 

1 . SAUDI CIVIL AVIAITON OFFICIALS ARE STILL ATTEMPTING TO DETERMINE 
THE CAUSE OF THE CRASH OF THE MIDDLE EAST AIRLINES BOEING 720B 
WHICH CRASHED YESTERDAY, JAN 1, IN SAUDI TERRITORY DURING A FLIGHT 
FROM BEIRUT TO DUBAI. 

2. SHEIKH ABDULLAH MAHDI, DIRECTOR GENERAL OF CIVIL AVIATION, TOLD 
THE DATT TODAY THAT THE CRASH WAS STILL UNEXPLAINED BUT IMPLIED 
THE AIRCRAFT MAY HAVE BEEN CARRYING A BOMB. HE SAID THE AIRCRAFT 
WAS FLYING AT 37,000 FEET AND HAD BEEN IN ROUTINE CONTACT WITH 
KUWAIT UNTIL 0430 LOCAL TIME WHEN COMMUNICATIONS WERE LOST. 

AT 0530, WHEN THE AIRCRAFT WAS DETERMINED TO BE OVERDUE, 

A SEARCH WAS INITATED AND THE WRECKAGE WAS FOUND ABOUT 30 
MILES NORTH OF QAISUMA (28-20N 46-10E), NEAR THE IRAQI 
BORDER. THE AIRCRAFT, HE SAID, WAS DEMOLISHED. 

3. ACCORDING TO MAHDI, THERE WERE A TOTAL OF SIXTY-SIX 
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OF 74 HAVE BEEN LOCATED AND TAKEN TO DHAHRAN. MAHDI SAID THAT THE 
OVERWHELMING MAJORITY OF THE PASSENGERS WERE ARABS. HE SAID ONE 
PASSENGER, NAMED STEVENSON COULD BE AN AMERCIAN, BUT THAT THEY 
HAD NO INDICATION AS YET OF THE NATIONALITIES OF ANY PASSENGERS 
OR CREW. 

4. EMBASSY WILL CONTINUE CHECKING WITH SAUDI CIVIL AVIATION 
AND ATTEMPT TO DETERMINE WHETHER ANY OF THE PASSENGERS 
WERE US CITIZENS. 

HORAN 
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